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News for December 2009 !

JJooiinn  uuss  ttoo  cceelleebbrraattee  CChhrriissttmmaass  22000099  
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tthhee   MMoouunntt   VViieeww  RRooaadd..     
TThhee  LLaannddccaarree   ss ii ggnnss   wwii ll ll   
gguuiiddee   yyoouu.. ))   
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We will start with a walk 
through the natural areas 
that Shelagh has been restoring with rainforest plantings after removal of the 
Lantana.   Find out what works in our climate, to make all the effort worthwhile.   We 
suggest you wear sturdy shoes, trousers and a hat for the walk. 
 

Sometimes members who haven’t been to any meetings through the year are reluctant 
to come along to the Christmas meeting.  But don’t be shy, we would love to catch up 
and hear what others have been up to. 
 

There will then be a brief meeting of information and updates followed by a BBQ and 
Christmas feast.  You can bring your swimming cossie to have a dunk in the pool. 
 

Please BYO: 
!  choice of cuts to cook 
!  salad or dessert to share 
!  drinks 
!  cutlery, glass, plate 
!  chair 

 

Bread, tea/coffee, cups & BBQ tools provided 
 
Looking forward to seeing you there.  Any queries to Jane Mowatt (4998 8158)  
 

EEvveerryyoonnee   ii ss   wwee ll ccoommee ..         
 
 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of Wollombi Valley Landcare Group 
Inc, or any other Landcare agency or government department, but are presented to promote discussion 
about and the practice of sustainable land use and environmental responsibility.  
!
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Our last meeting – A talk about the Mammals of the 
Wollombi Valley 
 

On Saturday the 17th October, members and friends gathered at Wollombi Community Hall 
to hear a talk on the Mammals of the Wollombi Valley by Jeff Betteridge, NPWS Ranger for 
Yengo National Park. 

 
With a good sized audience of 
both Landcare members and members of 
the public who were interested in our 
native animals, Jeff gave us an interesting 
talk illustrated by photos taken locally of 
wallaroos, grey kangaroos and swamp 
wallabies, etc.  I, for one, now also have a 
much better idea of what to look out for 
when keeping an eye out for our 
endangered Brush Tailed Rock Wallaby.  So 
if you have seen any on your property, Jeff 
would like to know.  They are in the 

Watagans and are one of the many reasons Landcare is supporting efforts to reduce the 
number of foxes in the area. 
 

One aspect I particularly appreciated was Jeff's presentation (originally made for a talk to 
Scouts) of noises in the night.  I thought I knew the calls of the Brush Tailed Possum very 
well indeed, but Jeff had some extra calls I wouldn't have known were from the same animal.  
As a welcome extra, the noises included several of the birdcalls that are heard at night 
around the valley – the Boobook Owl and Tawny Frogmouths.  Any help identifying calls at 
night that might be from a mammal or a bird (or a frog!) added an extra dimension of 
enjoyment to living or visiting in an area so rich in wildlife. 
 

Being able to recognise the call of a koala, is often the only way we can be sure they are still 
about, as they are here in Knights Arm this year. 
 

Our thanks to Jeff for coming and sharing his knowledge of our wildlife.  Now to remember 
to apply it to that furry object sitting up and looking at me from my front lawn! 

Jane Mowatt 
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Taking on a new challenge further north 
 
Having spent a ‘fruitful’ 13 years in the Wollombi Valley establishing 
an olive grove amongst many other local activities, Stewart and I 
are moving on to take on a new venture on the mid north coast, near 
Nabiac.  We will be only 2 hours away so can easily visit for those 
unique events in one of the most creative communities you’re likely 
to find anywhere, and to catch up with our many local friends.  
 
As a bush regenerator, I’m excited about the restoration works to 
promote biodiversity on our new block that will keep me fit for the 
next decade or two. Stewart’s going to be using his ‘toys’ and cattle 
to nurture pasture and build-up the carbon in the soil.  Landcare is 
active up there too, so we may well have information /activities to 
exchange. 
 
It has been a privilege to be an active part of this Landcare group and small community.  We 
are sad to be leaving but are equally excited about the new property and its locality. 
 
Hope to see you at the Landcare Christmas party on December 12.  

Best wishes, 
Robyn Lamond 

 
Thanks Robyn… 
 

Since coming to the valley in late 1996 and joining Landcare, Robyn has been a very active 
contributor to growth of our group.  Robyn has been on our Committee continuously since 
1997, as President for 5 years from 2002 -2007 and as Secretary since then.  Many of our 
activities have been the brainchild of Robyn, who first introduced Bush Regeneration 
Courses.  Robyn would liaise with many of the organisations and authorities that have assisted 
our group over the years, and as the person who puts this newsletter together each couple of 
months, I have greatly appreciated her contributions, although at times it has been a squeeze 
to fit them all into 8 pages! 
 

We will miss Robyn’s enthusiasm and contributions and wish her and Stewart all the very best 
in their new venture up north. 

Graham Taylor 
Wollombi Valley Landcare Group Contacts  
 
Mail: Wollombi Valley Landcare Group, Inc. c/o Wollombi General Store, Wollombi 2325 
Items for newsletter: Graham Taylor - 9981 6317/4998 3326  wollombi.landcare@gmail.com  
!
Back copies  
 
Back copies of previous issues of the Wollombi Valley Landcare newsletter are now available 
on the Wollombi Valley Online website at http://wollombi.nsw.au by clicking on Local News, 
selecting News Archive and scrolling down through the listing for the newsletter you want – 
they are listed in chronological order. 
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Join the Landcare Committee  
 

With Robyn’s imminent departure up north we are pleased to welcome Shelagh Brigg, a long 
time Landcare member as our new secretary.   
 

The current committee comprises  
 

";%0/.%-1! V#-%!W'8#11! QXXR!RTOR! Y#-%>'8#11U#51/+R:-%1:#<!
?/5%!";%0/.%-1! H#1*%;/-%!H;#/$! QXXR!N&NP! 5/5#.#*/33U$>#/3:5'>!
4%5;%1#;=! 4*%3#$*!Z;/$$! QXXR!MMX&!!

!
/-Y#0<1/U##91:-%1:#<!

A;%#0<;%;!
"<,3/5![((/5%;!
W%>,%;0*/9!D#1#,#0%!

\'</0%!]/5B0! RXMT!MNPP!!
MQTX!XTXMSR!
QXXR!RPPM!

3'</0%*/5B0U,/$9'-.:5'>!

W/-<1%0!4%5;%1#;=!! \%03%=!)/33/#>0! QXXR!R&MO! $:3:8/33/#>0U//-%1:-%1:#<!
L-(';>#1/'-!H'';./-#1';! E;#*#>!A#=3';! XXRT!PNTS!

MQT&!MNQXSR!
QXXR!NN&P!

$;#*#>:1#=3';1%5*U$>#/3:5'>!

 

While all office bearer positions are filled, we would still like there to be several general 
committee members to help inject some fresh ideas from new faces.  Being on the committee 
is really not onerous and helps to run your Landcare group.  As a committee we meet for a 
couple of hours only every 2 months and jobs are shared around by an enthusiastic, currently 
too small, committee. 
 

As an existing member of Landcare we encourage you to get involved and participate in 
setting the future direction of our organisation. 
 

Please call Jane Mowatt 4998 8158 with your ideas and offers of help. 
!
Climate change and global warming 
 

While I am convinced that the presence of 6.8 billion humans on our 
planet with their growing affluence and consumption are contributing to 
climate change and global warming, I accept that there are still many 
who are unsure or believe that the earth is just going through a ‘phase’ 
not unlike changes that have occurred in the past.  
 

Despite all claims and counter claims and the antics of some of our politicians, it is often hard 
to get some reliable and basic information that we can read and understand.  There are of 
course thousands of scientific documents, numerous books, the UN Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the UK Stern Report and the Garnault Report 
commissioned by the federal government, but who has got the time and background to be 
able to read and understand these documents? 
 

And with the forthcoming Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen this month, are we going 
to be able to make sense of what is being proposed and discussed?  We can monitor 
Denmark’s host country website http://en.cop15.dk/ and learn a lot more.  
 

However, I have found a report that in only 39 pages explains in plain English and diagrams 
what climate change is all about.  For anyone with access to the Internet, I commend to you 
the “Synthesis Report” – Climate Change – Global Risks, Challenges and Decisions at 
www.climatecongress.ku.dk . 

Graham Taylor 
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The benefits of being a member of Landcare…  
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Landcare equipment available on loan to members… 
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Contact details for location of equipment 
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Naming of suburbs and localities 
! ! !
You may recall that back in 2007, Cessnock Council in consultation with the 
Geographic Names Board, put forward proposals to establish definitive names and 
boundaries within the Cessnock LGA.  This issue, which was of concern to many 
landholders in the valley, is again being considered with Council placing their 
proposals on public exhibition until Friday 11 December 2009.  Details of the new 
proposals along with the submissions from last time are available on the Council 
website.  
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Landcare library – books available to members on loan 
 
Landcare maintains a library of books, DVDs, CDs and a herbarium that are available on loan 
to members.  To borrow an item you can call Jane Mowatt on 4998 8158 or call into the 
Landcare stand at the Laguna Market held on the third Sunday of each month.   
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Distribution on the Internet 
 

Distribution via the Internet works fine for most members, however occasionally members 
change their Internet Service Provider, e.g. Bigpond, Exetel, iiNet, etc and overlook letting 
us know.  So if you are planning a change please let us know so we can ensure you continue to 
receive your newsletter and email notices okay.   
 

Most members also receive their Landcare newsletter via email in Adobe Acrobat format, e.g. 
the filename extension appears as ‘PDF’. 
 

Adobe Acrobat PDF files are used extensively throughout the world by companies, 
organisations and individuals who distribute information via the Internet.  It is a universally 
recognised format that is displayed on all computers that have the Adobe Acrobat Reader 
software installed.  This means that whenever you receive a PDF file all you have to do is 
double click on the file and the software will automatically start and you can read the 
document.  
 

But if you don’t have the software on your computer or the version you have is old (the 
current version is 9) then you can go to www.adobe.com and download a free copy of the 
latest version of Adobe Acrobat Reader. 


